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South Africa, all the difficulties were already present which
finally blazed forth in the great Boer War. The Dutchmen
maintained themselves as a small oligarchy in the Transvaal
against the claims of a rapidly growing cosmopolitan popula-
tion, and in defiance of the greatest Empire in the world,
the old hereditary foe both here and in Europe, which was
encroaching upon them on all sides. Never perhaps since the
Spartans had lorded it in the plains of Peloponnesus over the
unprivileged Lacedemonians and Helots, who greatly out-
numbered them, had there been such a situation in a civilised
State. Gold and diamonds were attracting adventurers of all
kinds, good and bad, many of whom were British subjects.
These " Uitlanders," as they were called, were without
political rights, although they contributed the great pro-
portion of the revenue. " Their rights ? " said the grim old
President in 1895. "Their rights? They'll get them over
my dead body." It was, indeed, natural^ under the rule of
this jealous oligarchy, that the newcomers should feel in-
secure, quite apart from fiscal grievances and political in-
equality, and it was natural, too, that they should look north,
south, and east to the representatives of the most liberal
Empire in history. There was a widespread agitation in
Johannesburg for a New Franchise Bill; the Reform Party
was very strong, and it seemed as if in the end they must
win ; but their victory and admission to the franchise meant
the defeat of the old President Kruger, whose party even
then he had only maintained in power by the narrowest
margin and the use of the most unscrupulous expedients ;
and the fear began to grow that he would not protect the
malcontents from the worst kinds of pillage, disorder, and
rapine which might break out in a cosmopolitan popula-
tion, surrounded by, and in many ways dependent upon,
native peoples. And so they turned their thoughts across the
border to Matabeleland and Mashonaland, where Dr. Jame-
son was acting as administrator over a vast territory pro-
tected by a British Chartered Company, the British South
Africa Company, afterwards to be called Southern Rhodesia.
They knew that he was full of resource, feared no man, and
believed, as in a religion, in the genius of his race and the